PM Announces Easing of Lockdown Restrictions (23rd June 2020)
SCG Comms Hub – summary of key takeaways
Today, the Prime Minister has announced further changes to lockdown measures in England. This will
be accompanied by sectoral guidance which will be uploaded to the government’s webpage.
From the 4th July:
Where it is possible to keep 2 metres apart people should, but where it is not, government
will advise people to keep a social distance of ‘one metre plus’, meaning they should
remain one metre apart, while taking mitigations to reduce the risk of transmission.

•

Two households of any size should be able to meet in any setting inside or out. This does
not have to always be the same two households. However, the government are not
recommending meetings of multiple households indoors because of the risk of creating
greater chains of transmission. Outside, the guidance remains that people from several
households can meet in groups of up to six. And it follows that two households can also
meet, regardless of size.

•

The government are permitting the re-opening of restaurants and pubs. All hospitality
indoors will be limited to table-service, and the government guidance will encourage
minimal staff and customer contact.

•

The hospitality sector will also be asked to collect data on customers using their services,
to inform the test and trace service and help respond to localised outbreaks

•

People will be able to stay in self-contained accommodation such as hotels and bed and
breakfasts. Campsites, where shared facilities are kept clean, will also be permitted to
open.

•

Hairdressers, with appropriate precautions, including the use of visors will be permitted
to re-open.

•

Other leisure facilities will also be permitted to open from 4th July including outdoor gyms
and playgrounds, cinemas, museums, galleries, theme parks, arcades, libraries, social
clubs and community centres.

•

While theatres can reopen, performances to a live audience should not take place at this
time. Theatres may broadcast performances. Government has set up a task force with
the sector to establish a plan and timeline for how performing arts can reopen safely for
both customers and performers.

•

Recreation and sport will be allowed, but indoor facilities, including changing rooms and
courts, will remain closed and people should only play close contact team sports with
members of their household.

•

Places of worship will be able to reopen for prayer and services – including weddings with
a maximum of 30 people, all subject to social distancing.
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Also announced:

•

“Close proximity” venues such as nightclubs, soft-play areas, indoor gyms, swimming
pools, spas, bowling alleys and water parks will need to remain closed for now. Taskforces
will be established to help these venues become “COVID secure”.

•

Courts, probation services, police stations and other public services will start to resume
face-to-face proceedings.

•

Wrap-around care for school age children and formal childcare will restart over the
summer. Primary and secondary education will recommence in September with full
attendance and those children who can already go to school because it is safe should do
so

•

There will be flare-ups of the virus for which local measures will be needed. Infrastructure
in place to re-introduce restrictions at a national level if required.

Sector Specific Guidance
Today, the government is publishing guidance on how a range of sectors can re-open from 4th July.
The guidance will specifically outline how businesses can reduce the risk of transmission by taking
certain steps to protect workers and customers.
The Prime Minster noted that this guidance will include advice on:
avoiding face-to-face seating by changing office layouts,

•

reducing the number of people in enclosed spaces,

•

improving ventilation,

•

using protective screens and face coverings,

•

closing non-essential social spaces,

•

providing hand sanitiser

•

and changing shift patterns so that staff work in set teams.

•

And of course, we already mandate face coverings on public transport.
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